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Get ready to wel-
come the crowds as
Anacortes celebrates
its heritage as the
boating capitol of the
Northwest with the
14th annual Anacortes
Waterfront Festival
May 22 and 23 starting
at 10 a.m. each day.

The night before the
Festival is the popular
Kick-Off Dinner held at the Port Warehouse
at6 p.m. This yearts entertainment features
the Shifty Sailors serenading guests with
sea shanties from the dock. Laurie Gere of
Gere-a-Deli will be catering the dinner.

The swing band, Dillingerds Clambake,

will provide music
for dancing. Tickets
are available for $45
per person or $340 for
a table of eight, and can
be reserved by calling
EDASC at 336-6114.

This year(s Festival
again features the popu-
lar Pirateds Parrot show
sponsored by the Fidalgo
Island Rotary Club, who
thrilled audiences last year with his educa-
tional aviary shows and demonstrations.

Other childrengs activities include a ma-
gician, boat building, face painting, fish
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The long-anticipated unveiling of the
signage art that will be displayed on the
community downtown arch, welcoming
residents and visitors alike to the historic
area is finally at hand.

Be a part of this great event and join
Chamber President Randy Burgess for the
Presidents Luncheon un Thursday, May
13 at noon as he welcomes Destination
Downtown Anacortes board members,
and specifically, DDA design committee
Chair and Vice-Chair Cory Hunter and
Dave Cortelyou.

Cory and Dave will give a special pre-
sentation on the arch project discussing the
history and motivation, present the winning
sign design and show a three-dimensional

computer generated perspective of various
approaches to the soon-to-be downtown
icon.

The May luncheon is sponsored by the
Anacortes American and will take place at
the Salvation Army, 3001 R Avenue, Ana-
cortes. The cost is $15 and is open to the
community as well as Chamber members.

You must R.S.V.P. to secure your reser-
vation for the luncheon. Please R.S.V.P. to
the Chamber at info@anacortes.org, or call
293-7911.

Please indicate at the time of your reserva-
tion if you prefer the vegetarian alternative.
(If you need to cancel you reservation you
must do so at least 24 hours in advance to
avoid full billing).

819 Commercial Ave. Anacortes, WA 98221 Ph: (360) 293-7911 Fax: (360) 293-1595 E-Mail: anacortes@sos.net  Website: www.anacortes.org
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This month | thought | would
dedicate this column to our
Chamber board of directors
who generously volunteer their
time and expertise to help guide
the Chamber and ensure it meets
its mission of improving the
business and community life of
Anacortes.

Under the direction of Board
President Randy Burgess, each
board member is committed to a
specific committee or task force as
well the overall policy and decision making
process of the Chamber.

A review of names on the back page of
this publication will show the strength of
our current board.

Michael Broome

Amazingly, many people in the
community are unaware of the ac-
tivities and responsibilities of the
Chamber and are quite impressed
when they learn of them. An invi-
tation to participate on the board is
a great opportunity to get involved
in the shaping of the community
and ensure the voice of business
is heard. Itis also a sign of profes-
sional respect from peers.

I recall my first invitation to

serve as a board member in the Kai-
lua, Hawaii Chamber. | was one of those
who did not fully understand the goings on
at the Chamber but after just a few months,
I was hooked. My next involvement was
in Kirkland as an active Chamber member
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If you are reading this
ad now, so are other
Chamber members.

o,
They could be reading

L il your business message

instead!

Call the Chamber today for
advertising rates at 293-7911.
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while managing a busy catering company.
When the opportunity arose to work as a
member of the Kirkland Chamber staff, |
couldndt refuse. From there of coarse, |
came to Anacortes and have discovered a
wonderful community to be involved with
and a very rewarding career.

| share my experience simply to entice
others to get involved and experience for
themselves the satisfaction that comes
from Chamber and community involve-
ment.

If you find yourself interested in get-
ting more involved in Chamber activities,
please contact Randy Burgess or myself
and we will find an opportunity for you.

"AnacortesTod ay.com

Link your business to this colorful photographic journal

See www.AnacortesToday.com for banner ad details
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prints, and a climbing/euro bungee jump-
ing wall, plus two bouncy houses.

For adults, there will be two days of
the Classic and Corvette Car Shows,
sponsored by KBRC and KAPS radio,
live entertainment, a food court and beer
garden, a marine swap meet Saturday, plus
water safety demonstrations by the Navy
underwater demolition team, the Army and
the Coast Guard. More than 100 vendor
booths and educational exhibits are also
planned.

The Waterfront Festival posters by artist
Jennifer Bowman can be purchased at the
Chamber for $10. Festival T-shirts are also
available at the Chamber.

The chamber is again sponsoring fes-
tival Fridays in Anacortes by encourag-
ing businesses to get T-shirts and have
employees wear them every Friday,
beginning April 30, to help promote the
festival to all the visitors coming into town
during the next month.
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The Anacortes Chamber of Commerce
Board and staff wish to express heartfelt
thanks to the following sponsors of the
2004 Anacortes Waterfront Festival.

POSTER
Shell Puget Sound Reynery

ADMIRALTY
Port of Anacortes
Skagit Valley Herald

ONE -DAY VENUE SPONSOR
KAPS Radio
KBRC Radio

VICE ADMIRALTY

Cap Sante Marine, Ltd

Dakota Creek Industries Inc
Fidalgo Island Rotary

Island Hospital

March Point Cogeneration Co.
Tesoro Reyning & Marketing Co.
Trident Seafoods, Corporation

COMMODORE

Anacortes American

KLKI Radio

First American Title Company
Paciyc Party Canopies, Inc.

Puget Sound Energy
Skagit State Bank

CAPTAIN

Anacortes Interiors

Cap Sante Court

Gere-A-Deli

Horizon Bank

MacGregor Publishing Company
Oasys, Inc

Quantum Construction Inc.
Scott Richards Insurance, Inc.
Sebois Do-It-Center

Skipper Cress Yacht Sales & Services, Inc.

SKIPPER

Anaco Bay Inn

Anaco Inn

Anacortes Noon Kiwanis

Calico Cupboard Cafe & Bakery
Chandleris Square Retirement Community
Encore

Fidalgo Country Inn

Guemes Island Resort

Marine Supply & Hardware
Mystic Sea Charters

Re/Max Realty Associates
Simmonds Glass

Upstage Boutique & Menis Store
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage
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Saturday, April 17
was DDAds Clean up
Downtown day.

A huge thank-you to
Boy Scout Troops 81
and 84 for volunteering
as well as the Kiwanis
sunrisers.

Chris Graham from
the city came with the garbage truck indi-
cating high hopes from our group for lots
of loot. The group did a great job covering
00, Q0 and Commercial Avenue from 111
Street to 5™ including the alleys. Although
we picked up quite a bit, it was amazing to
see how clean we keep our downtown.

Thank you to all those businesses that do
keep things clean around their storefronts.
Another big thank you to Randy and Pat at
Ace Hardware for donating the garbage
bags and gloves as well as to Dominods
Pizza for providing all the volunteers with
lunch.

Our next event to help spruce up our
downtown is with planters. May 22is the
first Garden Fair to be held in the Majestic
hotel courtyard. This event is being held to
raise funds for the purchase of the planters
as well as filling them. Individuals and busi-
nesses are donating all items for sale at this
event. There will even be a silent auction.
Donations can be made at the Chamber of-
fice, please be sure to indicate what the do-
nation is for. For more information, please
see Jo and Wally at the Star Bar or Nancy
at the Chamber.

Finally, | highly recommend attending
this monthds Presidentés Luncheon on
May 13, as this will be the day our Arch
Committee shows Anacortes the much-an-
ticipated final Arch design. You can sign
up for this lunch by calling the chamber at
293-7911.
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The nominating committee for the
Anacortes Chamber has made their selections
for the Small Business Administrations an-
nual Small Business of the Year awards.

There were many outstanding Anacortes
businesses suggested but, in conformity
with the rules, only four per community
could be nominated.

Those four for Anacortes are Quantum
Construction - Beth and Dan Folkers,
Anacortes Ace Hardware T Randy Bur-
gess and Pat Strand, Frontier Building
Supply T Terry and Mike Johnson and
Anacortes Yacht Charters T Dan and
Sherrie Meyer.

Congratulations are certainly in order for
these fine businesses. They will be joined
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Skagit Valley
College

Where Learning

by nominees from the other six Chambers
in Skagit County at a dinner banguet on
May 27 at Skagit Valley College where
local winners will be announced and then
compete for the county award. The county
winner will then compete against winners
from other counties and ultimately, national
nominees.

Please join fellow Chamber members
from Anacortes, LaConner, Mount Ver-
non, Burlington, Sedro-Wooley, Concrete
and Marblemount to honor all the nominees
from Skagit Country and enjoy heavy hors
ddéoeuvres and networking with other busi-
nesses. $12 tickets for the event are limited
and are available at the Anacortes Chamber
of Commerce, 293-7911.

Comes to Life

BUSINESS RESOURCE CENTER

Business of the Year
Awards Reception

P

Skagit Valley
College

Thursday, May 27,2004
Skagit Valley College * Mount Vernon Campus * Cafeteria
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Hosted by Skagit Valley College and seven local Chambers of Commerce:

Anacortes, Burlington, Concrete, La Conner, Mount Vernon,
North Cascades, and Sedro-Woolley.

Small Business
Administration

Sponsored by:

Skagit Valley Herald

Skagit/Island
Business Monthly

For tickets, contact your Chamber of Commerce
or the Business Resource Center, 416-7873.
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Looking for a
great way to expand
your contact list
and have fun too?
Join the Ambassa-
dors Club! Every
month, Chamber
Ambassadors help
meet, greet and ,}
introduce new and =
existing members to each other and to
the benefits of Chamber membership. If
you have been to a Business After Hours,
President®s Luncheon, Business Connec-
tions Breakfast or a Ribbon Cutting event,
you have likely met one of our fabulous
Chamber Ambassadors. They are the ones
who ensure everyone has a name badge,
collect the business cards for door prize
drawings, make introductions and help
everything run smoothly. Ambassadors
are also quick to stop into new businesses
in Anacortes and introduce the Chamber
to the owners. Their volunteer efforts are
very much appreciated by the Chamber
staff and board, and by other Chamber
members.

Being an Ambassador offers its share
of benefits as well. Being on the front
line at Chamber events and in the com-
munity means networking opportunities
are abundant. Members get to know our
Ambassadors and their particular busi-
nesses well, which means relationship
building and business promotion for the
Ambassador.

If you are interested in learning how to
become a Chamber Ambassador, contact
me, Steve Daly, your Ambassadors Club
chairman, at Edward Jones financial
services, 293-8262 or call the Chamber
office, 293-7911. 1T Steve Daly
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Celebrating their 20th anniversary, Left
Bank Antiques is fithe antique shop you
always hoped to find.0

Left Bank Antiques started importing
antiques from Europe
to Anacortes in 1984.
The first shop was at
402 Commercial Av-
enue in the old Bank
Building.

By 1986 owners Ron
and Donna Radtke had
outgrown the space so

they have sought out architectural fragments
and garden antiques from England & France.
They have huge 40-ft containers to fill so no
piece is too large or too small from oversize
cupboards to thimbles & buttons.

There are good reasons they have won
Anacortes Americants fiBest of Anacorteso
for the past 10 years and have been featured
in Romantic Home Magazine, Country
Living Magazine, and Better Homes &
Gardends fiGarden
Styled Book as well
as a feature story in
West Coast trade
magazine AOld
Stuffo.

Donnaso lifelong

=R passion for interior
= - = design and Ronds

they moved to 820
Commercial. In 1995 they bought the
Nazarene Church on the corner of 19th &
Commercial Avenue, and began the long
process of turning it into a wonderful place
to sell antiques.

Ron and Donna buy antiques all over the
U.S. and from right here in Anacortes.

For years they have traveled to Europe
twice a year roaming through quaint vil-
lage shops, antiques fayres, flea markets,
private homes and barns in search of ob-
jects that make this shop unique. With the
present interest in landscape and gardens
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talent for display
makes time spent in the large converted
church an experience. They keep a sharp eye
on current trends. One criteria when buying
a piece is thinking how it can be used in a
unique way, whether it be a nostalgic col-
lectible, interesting architectural fragment,
or rare antique.

Besides welcoming tourists they have
regular customers who travel from far
away states to spend an afternoon in the
shop. fiEveryday we are told how unusual
our shop iso states Helen Smith, a long time
employee.
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910 11th St. Anacortes
360-293-5574

Fresh sandwiches, soups, salads
and smoothies for dine-in or take-out.
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Our April Sponsors:

Presidentts Luncheon

Luncheon Sponsor:

Cyber One Mortgage

Door Prizes:

RiverCity Screenprinting, Inc

Biz Point Communications

Cyber One Mortgage

KLKI Radio

Unicom

Island Adventures Whale Watching

Business After Hours
Host: San Juan Airlines
Door Prizes:

Towner Press

KLKI Radio

Cascade Natural Gas
San Juan Wineries

San Juan Airlines

Business Connections Breakfast
Door Prizes:

AllData Shredding

Flounder Bay Caf€

Thanks also toé

Mike Young for changing the seasonal
lamp pole banners from winter to spring;
Waterfront Festival Chairman Mike
Keller and committee members Vic
Childs, Capt. Ken Clark, Dale Fowler,
Jan MacPherson, Ken Markel, Sandy
Meissner, Dr. Robert Prins, Jennifer
Ranz, Betsy Rogers, Barbara Ritts, Pat
Walsh, T.K. Wegg and Dave Overton
for their tireless effort and dedication to
the annual festival.
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Once again this year the Anacortes Cham-
ber of Commerce was selected for matching
grant funds from Belo, a corporation that
owns newspapers, Web sites and television
stations including NWCN and King 5.

With the dollar-for-dollar matching grant,
a $12,500 investment by the Anacortes
Chamber of Commerce will finance a
$25,000 television advertising campaign.

Belo, one of the nationfs largest media
corporations, operates news and informa-
tion franchises in regions including Texas,
the Northwest, the Southwest, Rhode Island
and the Mid-Atlantic region. The company
owns 19 television stations and owns or

operates 10 cable news
channels.

The Anacortes tour-
ism marketing cam-
paign is already under
way, and will continue
into late summer. Watch
for 30-second advertise-
ments on KING 5 and
Northwest Cable News featuring area infor-
mation and beautiful images of Anacortes
including water, ferries, forests, shops and
festivals.

Specific programs where the ads will ap-
pear include Northwest Backroads, Evening

Magazine, Gardening
with Cisco, King 5
Morning News, NWCN
Morning News, Sunday
Sports Rotator and the
sitcom Ellen. Later in
the year, ads promot-
ing the Anacortes Jazz
Festival will run on the
two Belo stations.

Jim Thompson, a former cable videog-
rapher, who now teaches at Anacortes
High School, shot the digital scenes in
the commercial over a period of several
months.

DUDDDDDUDUDDDDDDDDUDDDDDDDUDDDDDDDDUDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

The Audubon Society first popu-
larized bird-watching around 1900.
Roger Tory Petersonds first bird
guide in 1934 pushed birders into
the millions.

The National Audubon Society
now sponsors the worldds biggest
fBirdathono bird-watching competi-
tion annually, this year from April 18 to May
15. Washington, the American Goldfinch
State, has an exceptionally high number of
species of birds, with one for every day of
the year (365).

Even a common loon can see that bird-
watching is big businessin these parts, where
more than 1 in 3 Washington residents takes
bird-watching seriously @ the fourth-high-
est participation rate in the nation. Theybre

not all

WASHINGTOM H
Watchable S¢NI0fS
Wildlife or retired
? folks, ei-
ther. Many

show the

[

flicker of youth.

The new flock |
of birders carry |
digital cameras,
pocket-sized
high-powered
binoculars and
filistso of bird
sightings in their Palm
Pilots.

The average bird-
watcher in Washington
State is a baby boomer, &
educated, with an Fais
income of more than
$30,000. And 72 per- L T
cent of birders are married meaning they
travel and spend most often in pairs.

Anacortes and the Skagit Valley offer
exceptional bird watching opportunities,
which translates to exceptional business op-
portunities for those entrepreneurial enough
to tap into that market in some way.

The Chamber has recently added a
JWatchable Wildlifed element to the
www.Anacortes.org web site featuring
bird-watching, among other things, and
plans are to continue to market to this
affluent crowd of travelers.
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Airporter Shuttle / Bellair Charters
Anacortes Kiwanis Sunrisers
Anacortes Lions Club

Anacortes U-Save Auto Rental
Ana-Cross Stitch

Anne Martin McCool Studio/Gallery
Bunnies by the Bay

Catchmore Charters

Chapman University

Harry McGrath, Jr.

Kiwanis Noon Club

Let Sara Do It

RE/MAX Realty Associates

Red Salon
Skagit Valley College Small Business
Resource Center

Soroptimist International
Sunset Beach B & B
Ted & Leila Meyer
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