It is our understanding that the City Council will be considering a proposal over the next several months that would seek to prohibit “Formula Business” from locating in the CBD.  Within this context, “Formula business is defined as a type of retail sales activity, retail sales store, eating and drinking establishment, entertainment venue, or similar business which is part of a group or ‘chain’ of standardized businesses which, along with seven or more other such establishments, maintains two or more of the following features:  a standardized array of merchandise or food, a standardized façade, a standardized interior and/or exterior décor, ownership or centralized management outside the state of Washington, a uniform apparel, standardized signage, a trademark, logo, or servicemark.” (17.06.xxx)
The Chamber of Commerce respectfully wishes to express opposition to this proposed ordinance and to urge that it not be adopted, as written.
The intent and spirit of the ordinance is to retain the flavor and personality of our downtown.  In our view, however, the proposed language is unwieldy and in fact may not be legally enforceable.  Specifically:

1. There are already businesses in the downtown core that would be excluded under this proposal but that provide valuable products and services to residents, without detracting from the CBD atmosphere (example:  Radio Shack).  
2. There are conceivably other high-end businesses that could come to town that also would fit in well but would be excluded under the language above (example:  Crabtree & Evelyn soaps, the Sock Exchange, or other specialty retailers).   
3. The language could restrict the ability of current retailers to sell their businesses, creating a product/service void (example:  Watermark Books couldn’t sell to a chain such as Borders or B. Dalton).  
4. There are currently a number of local businesses that are single locations but have uniform apparel and a trademark (example:  CompuMatter).  
5. The decision to set a dividing line at seven locations is arbitrary and would probably not be legally enforceable, if challenged.
Assuming the Council is serious about adopting an ordinance that addresses the look/feel of the CBD, we would suggest that the focus of the ordinance address the look/feel of the proposed business itself.  Any ordinance under consideration should:
1. Adopt clearly stated “design objectives” for the Anacortes CBD, ensuring that developers and architects know in advance what criteria will be applied to a proposed project.  These objectives should be based on historic preservation or urban design standards.

2. Outline a design review procedure, including pre-application meetings and the formal application process.  This will allow developers/architects to make alterations prior to formal review/approval.  Such a process might involve establishment of an Architectural Control Committee (or some similar group) for the CBD.
Cities throughout Washington have engaged this process, to positive effect.  The ultimate benefit is that design criteria are identified and the look/feel of the CBD retained, without unnecessarily sacrificing business development.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Mitch Everton, Exec Dir

Anacortes Chamber of Commerce

