It is our understanding that the City Council will be considering a proposal over the next several months that would seek to regulate parking for businesses that either don’t have a building or that use a small building relative to their overall parking need.  Under this proposal, the Planning Commission would be given authority to establish the number of parking spaces required for the business.   Unlike the current regulations, which tie parking to building size and the responsibility for compliance to the building owner, it is unclear how such a requirement would be implemented.    Given the types of potential business uses listed in the proposal, almost all of which are outside the CBD, it is apparent that seasonality would likely also be a significant (and undefined) factor.   

The Chamber of Commerce respectfully wishes to express its opposition to this proposal and to urge that it not be adopted for two important reasons:
1. Currently, it is building square footage that determines parking requirements, putting the onus for compliance on the building owner.  The proposed language puts the responsibility on the business, which could very well affect viability.  We need to welcome taxpaying businesses, not discourage them.  In our view, telling a business that it needs to solve its parking problem or go elsewhere is moving in the wrong direction.
2. It is the role and responsibility of the City to address parking issues.  The City made a conscious decision to sacrifice CBD parking when approving the movie theatre.  That lost lot has not been replaced.  Moreover, ordinances already on the books which would provide revenue to address parking have not been enforced.   The spirit of much of the Transportation Master Plan is focused on increasing parking supply rather than limiting demand.  This is a productive approach and in our view should be encouraged.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Mitch Everton, Exec Dir

Anacortes Chamber of Commerce

